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Theology and Doctrine 
Eschatology 

The Tribulational Saints 
 
1. The next prophetic event to happen is the rapture of the Church. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the 
rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For 
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
2. Following the Rapture of the Church the Tribulation period will begin 
with a possible short gap between the two. 
 
3. The Tribulation period lasts for seven years, and ends when Jesus 
returns and sets up the Kingdom of God on the earth, which lasts for 1000 
years.  
 
Revelation 19:11–19  And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and wages war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and 
on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which 
no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, 
and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies which are in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white 
horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike 
down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads 
the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe 
and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS.” Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a 
loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, “Come, assemb le 
for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the 
flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses 
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and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and 
slaves, and small and great.” And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth 
and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse 
and against His army. 
 
4. The Tribulation officially begins with the signing of a peace treaty 
between Israel and the world brokered by the antichrist. 
 
Daniel 9:27 “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, 
but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain 
offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes 
desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured 
out on the one who makes desolate.” 
 
5. The Tribulation will be the absolute worst time in the history of 
mankind. 
 
Daniel 12:1  “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard 
over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress 
such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that 
time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be 
rescued. 
 
Jeremiah 30:5–7 “For thus says the Lord, ‘I have heard a sound of terror, of 
dread, and there is no peace. ‘Ask now, and see If a male can give birth. 
Why do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in 
childbirth? And why have all faces turned pale? ‘Alas! for that day is great, 
there is none like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s distress, but he will be 
saved from it. 
 
Zephaniah 1:14–18 Near is the great day of the Lord, Near and coming 
very quickly; listen, the day of the Lord! In it the warrior cries out bitterly. A 
day of wrath is that day, A day of trouble and distress, A day of destruction 
and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick 
darkness, A day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the 
high corner towers. I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the 
blind, because they have sinned against the Lord; and their blood will be 
poured out like dust and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their 
gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; and all the 
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earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, For He will make a 
complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
Revelation 6:4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on 
it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one 
another; and a great sword was given to him. 
 
Revelation 6:8  I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it 
had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was 
given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine 
and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth. 
 
Revelation 6:12–17 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a 
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, 
and the whole moon became like blood; and the stars of the sky fell to the 
earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. The 
sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. Then the kings of the earth and the 
great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every 
slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of 
the mountains; and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us 
and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is 
able to stand?” 
 
Revelation 8:7–12 The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed 
with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was 
burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass 
was burned up. The second angel sounded, and something like a great 
mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea 
became blood, and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had 
life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed.  The third angel sounded, 
and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third 
of the rivers and on the springs of waters. The name of the star is called 
Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men 
died from the waters, because they were made bitter. The fourth angel 
sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the 
stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day 
would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way. 
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Revelation 9:3–4 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment 
for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it 
stings a man. And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; 
they will long to die, and death flees from them 
 
6. Everyone on the earth at the beginning of the Tribulation will be lost 
people. 
 
7. The Tribulation will be a time of amazing revival, and many thousands of 
people will come to Jesus as their Savior.  
 
Revelation 7:9–17 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 
which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and 
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb.” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever 
and ever. Amen.” Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These 
who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they 
come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These 
are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. “For this reason, 
they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His 
temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over 
them. “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat 
down on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God 
will wipe every tear from their eyes.” 
 
8. A key purpose of the Tribulation is to bring people to Jesus because 
God wants every person to be saved. Thousands will be converted to faith 
in Christ for four reasons. 
 
9.  The first reason is because many who are left behind will have heard 
the gospel and rejected it, but will have enough Bible knowledge that they 
recognize that they messed up, and repent.   
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10. The second reason so many people come to Jesus is because God will 
have made arrangements for people to preach the gospel to everyone.  
 
Matthew 24:14  “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
 
Revelation 14:6–7 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an 
eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation 
and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, 
and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship 
Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” 
 
Revelation 7:3–8 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees 
until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.” And 
I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four 
thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel. 
 
Revelation 11:3–13 “And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and 
they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the 
Lord of the earth. And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their 
mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he 
must be killed in this way. These have the power to shut up the sky, so that 
rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power 
over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every 
plague, as often as they desire. When they have finished their testimony, 
the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and 
overcome them and kill them. And their dead bodies will lie in the street of 
the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their 
Lord was crucified. Those from the peoples and tribes and tongues and 
nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not 
permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  And those who dwell on the 
earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one 
another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the 
earth.  But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came 
into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who 
were watching them.  And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to 
them, “Come up here.” Then they went up into heaven in the cloud, and 
their enemies watched them.   
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11. The third reason so many people turn to Jesus as their Savior is 
because of the awful trials that they experience. 
 
Revelation 11:13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a 
tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, 
and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
 
12. The fourth reason is that everyone will see Jesus on His throne in the 
sky at the middle of the Tribulation, and will know that He is the one 
causing all the trials that are happening 
 
Revelation 6:14–17 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, 
and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. Then the 
kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and 
the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and 
among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and to 
the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who is able to stand?” 
 
13. But there will be many who continue to reject Jesus as their savior and 
Lord in spite of all that He does to bring them to Himself. 
 
Revelation 9:19–21  The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship 
demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of 
wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; and they did not repent of 
their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts. 
 
Revelation 16:8–11 The fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun, and 
it was given to it to scorch men with fire. Men were scorched with fierce 
heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these 
plagues, and they did not repent so as to give Him glory. Then the fifth 
angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom 
became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain, and 
they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; 
and they did not repent of their deeds. 
 
14. Those who continue to reject Jesus as their savior will spend eternity 
in the Lake of Fire with the devil, his demons. 
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Revelation 20:11–15  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat 
upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place 
was found for them.  And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which 
were written in the books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which 
were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their 
deeds.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone’s name was not found written 
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
15. Our responsibility now is to be a witness for Jesus so that many 
come to Jesus as their savior before the Tribulation.  
 
John 20:21–22  So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
  
Acts 1:8  but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
 
Matthew 4:19 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you f ishers 
of men.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18–20 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled 
us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 
namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 
 

Five Easy Step to be a Witness for Jesus 
 

1. Pray for those who you know that are not Christians every day, make a  
list. 
 
2. Look for an opportunity to do something social with them. 
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3. Look for an opportunity to do a good deed for them. 
 
4. Look for an opportunity to pray for them. 
 
5. Take advantage of every opportunity to invite them to a JBC event.  


